
UPDATE
April 2024



Racecourse Area 
• �137ha area with short to medium term 

opportunities for pilot and demonstration 
commercial-scale projects.

• �Opportunity to co-locate with existing sugar mill 
and build on existing infrastructure supporting 
the sugar refinery and co-generation facilities.

• �Mackay Sugar Limited owns a large proportion 
the SDA area, providing opportunities for 
master planning and development.

• �Direct access to the Peak Downs Highway and 
adjacent to the Mackay Ring Road.

The Queensland Government declared the Mackay State Development Area (SDA) in February 2024. 
The 907ha SDA includes the Racecourse Mill and Rosella areas, with both areas presenting unique opportunities. 
A development scheme will now be prepared that sets the rules and guides future development in the SDA. Until the 
development scheme is approved, there are no changes to the current planning and development assessment arrangements.

Declaration of the Mackay State Development Area

Rosella Area 
• �This 770ha strategic location has been 

acknowledged in both Mackay Regional Council 
and State Government planning frameworks for 
medium to long term industrial development.

• �Economic Development Queensland owns 
approximately 211ha within the Rosella area.

• �It features suitable topography, as the area is 
relatively flat with only minor contouring.

• �Transport linkages with the North Coast Rail 
Line and the Bruce Highway bisecting the area.

• �Well-separated from residential communities 
and areas of environmental significance.

Kylie Porter - Chief Executive Officer, Greater Whitsunday Alliance
kylie@gw3.com.au • +61 417 705 245

For further information:

References  
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/coordinator-general/state-development-areas/current/mackay-state-development-area

https://www.qut.edu.au/news?id=192812
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Revised Mackay SDA boundary
Feedback from the community and stakeholders informed a revised SDA boundary. 

The Coordinator-General considered issues raised through the consultation process and development opportunities 
of the SDA to achieve a balanced outcome, having regard to economic, environmental and social values, and the wider 
regional benefits.

The overall extent of the Mackay SDA has been reduced to 907 hectares (ha), comprising of 137 ha at Racecourse and 
770 ha at Rosella.

Changes to Racecourse Mill area
The Racecourse Mill area, offers short to medium term opportunities for pilot and demonstration commercial-scale 
projects. These projects can co-locate with the existing sugar mill and build on the existing infrastructure supporting the 
sugar refinery and co-generation facilities.

Minor amendments have been made to the Racecourse Mill area by including Stotts Road and Cowleys Road. One property 
was also removed that was partly within the proposed SDA boundary.
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Changes to Rosella area
The Rosella area is focused on a core area owned by Economic Development Queensland (EDQ). This area supports a 
medium to long-term establishment of significant industry, that is well separated from residential communities and areas 
of environmental significance.

The Rosella area is referenced in the Mackay Regional Council Planning Scheme and the Mackay, Isaac and Whitsunday 
Regional Plan as a future industrial area bound by Holmes Road and Fenners Road, with the Regional Plan identifying an 
additional area west of the Bruce Highway.

The revised Rosella boundary better reflects the future industrial development extents identified by these statutory 
planning documents, to ensure the Mackay SDA can provide an up-to-date and coordinated State-led approach.

Additional changes were made to better align the area to existing boundaries, including roads, railway lines and property 
boundaries.
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A much-needed boost in industrial land for Mackay will deliver huge economic 
benefits, creating good local jobs and new export and investment opportunities.


